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the study of sociology to study man as a concrete
fact. Anthropology, as was shown, is a concrete
science, and differs generically from biology and
psychology, which deal respectively with the laws
of life and mind. It is even more concrete than
either botany or zoology, in treating only of one
species, or as some think, genus, of living things.
So far as man's actions are concerned, especially his
rational actions, they fall under psychology, and
have already been considered. But the creature
man, considered as a material object and as a great
group of innumerable discrete individuals possessing
many qualities, constitutes the primary datum of
sociological study. First, this being may be de-
scribed (ethnography) and subdivided into different
races (ethnology), and then special attention may be
given to his physical constitution (somatology), and
also to what he produces (technology). Closely
associated with this last, indeed an important part
of it, is the search for the record he has left, consist-
ing almost exclusively of such products belonging to
past periods and preserved from destruction. This
is archaeology. But many of his productions are not
material, and consist of institutions of various kind.
Using this term in a broad sense, institutions embrace
language, customs, governments, religions, indus-
tries, and ultimately art and literature. The study
of these constitutes real history as distinguished
from the mere "histoire-bataille." Migrations and
the vicissitudes of empire, even the doings of the